Professor XXXXX
Legal Practice: Writing & Analysis
 Fall 2017 Syllabus Part II (Weekly Class Schedule)
Syllabus Notes:

· Do the readings (usually listed and linked in blue font) for each date prior to that day’s class and prior to working on any assignments. Most of the readings link directly to your online text, TeachingLaw.com. Most of the assignments in TeachingLaw.com list a number of pages to read; you can access them by clicking through the next page links (located on the bottom right of each screen). If just one page is linked from the syllabus, read that page.
· You are required to reach each page assigned on TeachingLaw.com; you do not have to click on all the links within each assigned page. Also, I highly recommend the sample pages links:

(Sample Pages Icon in TeachingLaw[image: image1.png]


)

· Given means the assignment will be given or available in Canvas on or before that day.

· Due means it is due before the class or at the specific time (see date and time on syllabus and on Canvas).  Please note that most assignments are due so that I have enough time to look them over before class. Assignments that need to be uploaded in Canvas Assignments are labeled on the syllabus; otherwise, instructions will be provided in class.

· JOINT CLASSES – I have scheduled some classes where all of my Legal Practice sections meet at the same time. Please put these on your calendar immediately - your attendance is required at all joint classes.

· Calendar on Canvas shows the major due dates as well as joint classes.
Week 1:  Aug. 28/30 
Topics:

· Introduction to Legal Practice
· Making Informed Decisions when Researching

· Finding Your Voice in Legal Writing 

· Making & Anticipating Arguments 

· Using Statutory Interpretation Techniques

Readings for First Class:

State v. Mallett – focus on identity theft discussion

 


TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:

Introduction to TeachingLaw.com (for a brief overview of your online text)

In Research Sources 
Introduction to Legal Research: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the links to the next pages located on the bottom right side of the screen, including:


The American Legal System (including: Civics, Federalism)

Overview of Primary Law

Overview of Secondary Sources

Citing to Research Sources


Overview of the Research Process


A Research Plan Example from Start to Finish

Briefing Cases: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on these pages and the samples:


Briefing Cases as a Student for Class (these samples will help you in your courses)

Briefing Cases as a Lawyer for Research (these samples will help you in practice)
Primary Law: Federal
Primary Law – Federal Congress and Federal Statutes
Primary Law: State
Primary Law – State Legislatures and State Statutes

In Research Strategies:
Introduction to Research Strategies
 Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:


Historical Development of Legal Research


Book Research Strategies


Online Research Strategies: Commercial Platforms


Online Research Strategies: Free Internet Sites
Thursday, August 31 11:30 – 12:30 Room 140 Joint Class (Extra Class with Librarian Liaison)
Topics:

· Finding Statutes

· Effective Research Strategies
· Getting Started with Research Project #1
Readings:


Washington Post Article: “Pr. George’s man who used social media to stalk ex-wife”

Legal Practice Research Portal (home page)

Legal Practice Research Portal on Statutes
Watch Flipped Classroom Videos


Watch Tutorial on Statutory Research

Watch Statutory Citation Video
Williams Library Floor Maps (for finding your way around the library)
Given:
Research Project #1 (located in Research Projects Module)
Memo 1 (located in Memo 1 Module)

Week 2: JOINT CLASS (all sections) Wednesday, Sept. 6 (no class on Labor Day)

Due:  Research Project #1 by Tuesday, Sept. 5 at 8:00 am (Upload in Canvas Assignments Tab)
Topics:

· Finding & Interpreting Statutes

· Reviewing RP#1

· Reading the Law Critically

· Writing to Lawyers

· Introducing the Bluebook

Readings:

TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:

In Research Strategies:
General Research Strategies: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:

Asking the Right Questions

Staying Focused with Filters

Crafting Search Terms

Using Topic and Key Numbers

Taking Notes

Deciding When to Stop

Strategies for Particular Sources - Finding Constitutions and Statutes


In Legal Analysis:

Introduction to Legal Analysis: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on these next pages:


Collecting Facts and Organizing the Law

Understanding Legal Rules

Jurisprudence: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next pages, including:

Classical Rhetoric – Deduction vs. Induction
Policy Arguments

Constructing Legal Analysis: Overview of Legal Analysis and Formulas
Statutory Interpretation: Read the following pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:

Statutory Language


Statutory Interpretation Techniques

Smith v. United States, 508 U.S. 223 (1993) (read O’Connor’s opinion and Scalia’s dissent – look for statutory interpretation techniques and be ready to discuss)
In Legal Documents:
Memorandum of Law (Memos): For now, you need only read this page (we will read the rest of this section later in the semester).
In Citation: 
Legal Citation
Bluebook: Purpose, Design, and Layout
Often Used Rules (just look over to know they are there so you can refer to them throughout the course) 
Bluebook Rules: Typefaces
Bluebook Rules: Constitutions
Bluebook Rules: Statutes
Given:  
Interactive Citation Workstation Exercises - Go to Lexis Advance and click on drop down arrow on top left of screen near Research. Select Interactive Citation Workstation and then click on the Bluebook.
Do these at your own pace and focus on sources we have just learned. (Relevant exercises: 1-3, 5-9, 10-13,15-16).
Week 3:  Monday, Sept. 11 

Due:

Memo 1 Draft on Monday, Sept 11 by 8:00 am (upload on Canvas & bring a copy to work on in class)

Memo 1 Final on Wednesday, September 13 by 8:00 am (Canvas)
Read over Memo 2 Assignment (Available in Canvas Module)

Readings: (Please do the readings BEFORE you write your draft as the material below will help you in your writing process.)
Topics:

· Examining Large-Scale Organization and Analysis 

· The Rewriting Process

· Becoming a Self-Editor

· Rewriting Strategies

Readings:

TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:

In Writing Process: 
Introduction to the Writing Process: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page:
Overview of the Writing Process

Prewriting

Writing

Rewriting

Polishing

Writing Techniques: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:

Writing Creatively


Managing Your Time


Overcoming Writer’s Block


Plagiarism and Ethics


In Legal Analysis – Constructing Legal Analysis: 

Large-Scale Organization

Writing - Self-Evaluation Form (look over when writing your memo)

Given: 
Memo 2 (available in Canvas in Memo 2 Module)

Research Project #2 (available on Canvas in Research Project Module)  - tutorial, readings, and flipped classroom videos (assigned in Week 4 readings will help with RP#2)

Week 4: Sept. 18/20
Due:
Research Project #2 by Monday, September 18 at 8:00 am (Canvas)
Topics:
· Using Secondary Sources to Find Primary Law
· Research Strategies for Memo 2
· Memo 2: Writing a Formal Memo
· Case Research – Organizing the Law
· Case Analysis
· Organizing the Law around Elements
Readings:

TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:


In Research Sources: 
Secondary Sources: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:
Legal Encyclopedias
American Law Reports
Treatises and Hornbooks
Law Reviews
Looseleaf Services

Restatements 
Model Codes, and Uniform Laws
 
Primary Law: Federal Courts and Cases

Primary Law: State Courts and Cases
See the following pages and links for future research sources:

Supreme Court
Circuit Court Map
District Court Map

In Research Strategies: 
Strategies for Specific Sources - Finding Cases

Updating the Law Using Citators (You do NOT need to read the section on Shepard’s in Print)
In Legal Documents: 

Memo Formal Requirements: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:

Heading

Question Presented

Brief Answer

Statement of Facts

Discussion


Conclusion

In Citation:
Blueooking Books, Reports, and Other Nonperiodic Materials
Bluebooking Periodicals
Video Tutorials:
Tutorial: Secondary Sources 
Citing to Treatises(1.5 min.)
Citing to Law Reviews (4 min.)

Given: 
Question Presented and Brief Answer
Initial Memo 2 Research Discussion Post (Canvas Discussion) – Due Friday, September 22 by 8:00 am 
Research Project #3 


Due: 
Initial Research Discussion Post by Friday, Sept 22 at 8:00 am (Canvas Discussion)
Friday, September 22, REQUIRED EXTRA LIBRARIAN SESSIONS ON CASE LAW RESEARCH (10:00 – 11:00 am Room 141)
Please view the following tutorials and videos BEFORE your librarian session:


Legal Practice Research Portal: Cases
Watch flipped classroom videos

Watch tutorial on finding cases

Watch Case Citation Video Tutorial
Week 5:  September 25/27 

Due:

Question Presented and Brief Answer (bring to class)
Research Project #3 by Monday, September 25 by 8:00 am (Canvas)

Topics:
· Crafting the Questions Presented and Brief Answer
· Finding Cases & Updating the Law
· Organizing the Discussion Section
Readings:

TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:

In Legal Documents
Question Presented Samples
Brief Answers Samples
Memo: Annotated Sample 1
Memo: Annotated Sample 2
Memo: Annotated Sample 3
In Citation: 
Bluebook Often-Used Rules: Cases
Bluebook Often-Used Rules: Subdivisions and Pincites
Bluebook Often-Used Rules: Abbreviations
 
Conferences: SEPTEMBER 27, 28, 29 


Week 6:  October 2/4  
Due: Monday, October 2 at 8:00 am - Research Chart/Outline for Memo 2 (Canvas and bring to class)
Topics:

· Case Analysis – Synthesis and Comparison
· Using Signals, String Cites, and Parentheticals
· Putting Together Cohesive Analysis
· Preparing for Supervisor Presentations
TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS


In Legal Analysis:  

Common Law Analysis: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:

Introduction to Common Law

Case Precedent

Case Synthesis


Case Comparisons

Constructing Legal Analysis: Paragraph Organization and Analysis
Constructing Legal Analysis: The Use of Supplemental Authorities
In Citation: 
Often-Used Rules/Basic Structure and Signals
Often-Used Rules/Short Citations
Week 7 Tuesday,  Oct 10 – JOINT CLASS with Librarian (Room 200)
Terms and Connectors Research (Research Project #4)
(Note: Tuesday, Oct. 10 is a Monday schedule at Georgetown)
Due:

Memo 2 Draft on Tuesday, Oct. 10 by 8:00 am (Canvas)
Topics:

· Terms and Connectors Searching

· Research Review
· Work on Research Project #4
Readings:


Legal Practice Research Portal: Terms and Connectors and Research Review 



Watch Terms and Connecters and Research Strategies flipped classroom videos 
Given:
Memo Peer Evaluation Form (Due Canvas Friday, October 27 by 8:00 am.)
Research Project #4 (you will begin work on in class)
Week 8:  October 16/18 ORAL PRESENTATION TO SUPERVISING ATTORNEY
Due: Friday, October 13 by 8:00 am Research Project #4
Due by Friday, October 20 by 8:00 am:

TeachingLaw Editing (Grammar) Self-Assessment
(email screen shot of your score to your Law Fellow).

TeachingLaw Bluebook Citation Self-Assessment
(email screen shot of your score to your Law Fellow).

Supervising Attorney Presentations 
(either on Monday or Wednesday – LFs will schedule)
Prepare with your co-counsel (be ready to discuss your Memo 2 findings and to answer any questions regarding the research in R.P.#4)
TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:
(These readings will be helpful before taking the self-assessments)

In Grammar: 

Legal Grammar
Grammar and Legal Usage Rules (look over rules and take quizzes before Grammar Self-Assessment) 
Grammar and Legal Usage Checklist (look over before Grammar Self-Assessment)

In Citation:
Citation/Often-Used Rules (look over each of the rules and take the quizzes before the Bluebook Citation Self-Assessment)
Bluebook Study Aids (look over each of these study aids before taking the Bluebook Citation Self-Assessment)
Week 9:  October 23/25 
Topics:

Rewriting for Content, Large-Scale Organization & Analysis 

Revising for Paragraph Structure, Sentence Structure, Conciseness, and Word Choice 

Polishing for Grammar and Citation
Peer Review

Readings:

TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:

In Writing Process:
Rewriting Techniques: Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:
Content, Large- Scale Organization, and Legal Analysis
Sentence Structure
Conciseness  

CONFERENCES: Oct 25, 26, 27 (sign up with Law Fellows)
Due:  Memo Peer Evaluation Form by Friday, Oct 27 by 8:00 am (Canvas and email copy to your peer) 

Week 10:  Wednesday, Nov. 1 - In Class Writing Assignment 
Due:  Final Memo 2 on MONDAY, October 30 by 8:00 am (Canvas).
Topics:


Writing an Email Memo 
Exam Review
Given:

Exam Preparation
On TeachingLaw.com review quizzes, checklists and quick references and do some of the Practice Tests.
TEACHINGLAW.COM READINGS:


In Legal Documents: 
Memo Self-Assessment
In Study Tools and Tests: 
Practice Tests
(The first two practice texts focus on research strategies and objective writing and will be the most helpful for studying for the Multiple Choice Exam.)
Quizzes: Located at the end of each Chapter on TeachingLaw.com.

Week 11: Monday, November 6 (Exam Review)
Friday, November 10:  MULTIPLE CHOICE EXAM AND TAKE-HOME EXAM GIVEN 

Monday, November 20: TAKE-HOME EXAM DUE 
After Thanksgiving:


Law School Exams: (This chapter will be helpful for your Exams in December)
Read all the pages in this section by clicking on the next page, including:
Exam Writing Process
Techniques and Tricks
