 Professor XXXX
Legal Practice 
Spring 2018 Syllabus 
Syllabus Notes:

· Please note JOINT CLASS sessions and extra, required librarian and other sessions on this syllabus and mark them on your calendars. 

· Please note the oral argument requirements, including: a) your own oral argument on the spring brief issues at the federal courthouse on Sunday, March 4; b) the viewing of a real oral argument at a courthouse and your written blog reflection on that argument by February 26; c) the Supreme Court Institute oral argument in March.

· Given means the assignment will be given or available in Canvas on or before that day.

· Due means it is due before class (see exact date and time on syllabus and Canvas).  
Please note that most assignments are due on Monday morning; this gives me time to look them over before class.

· Teachinglaw.com.  Most of the readings in the syllabus are linked to Teachinglaw.com.  You are required to read the first screen on each of these links, but I also highly recommend that you read the links to sample pages.  I also suggest that you look at the quick references and quizzes and rely on the editing and citation sections as you work on polishing your writing.  You are not required to purchase any other textbook for the spring semester, but you are required to read all the links (or watch the linked videos) prior to class.


Live Appellate Argument Assignment – Before your own oral argument, you are required to go to a court of appeals and watch real oral arguments. Your reflection on this assignment is due before your practice oral argument.  To check the dockets and schedule at the local courthouses, see links below. (If you are out of town during the Feb. break, you may go to another local courthouse in your area.) Please do not wait until the last minute to attend an oral argument.

D.C. Court of Appeals
D.C. Circuit
Supreme Court

Week 1: January 16/18 
Topics:

· Introduction to Persuasive Writing 
· Persuading Your Audience

· Researching the Law: Advanced Research Strategies
Readings:

Spring Brief Materials (You will find these in Canvas Modules - Spring Brief Materials Folder):

Spring Brief Assignment 
Spring Brief Joint Appendix (read the appellate record thoroughly and be ready to discuss)

Cases (find these on Westlaw, Lexis Advance, or Bloomberg Law); focus on the parts of the opinions that discuss the issues raised in the Joint Appendix
Illinois v. Rodriquez, 497 U.S. 177 (1990)


Schneckloth v. Bustamonte, 412 U.S. 218 (1973)
Week 2: Jan. 23/25 and Librarian Joint Session on Wednesday, Jan. 24

Tuesday/Thursday Class

Due: Monday, January 22 at 8:00 am
Initial Research: Post a blog entry on the Canvas Discussion regarding your Spring Brief Research 
Topics:

· Parts of the Appellate Brief
· Appellate Rules
· Standard of Review
· Theory of the Case
Readings:

Watch the video of Chief Justice Roberts discussing legal writing (at least first 6 minutes)

In Teachinglaw.com/Legal Documents, please read:

· Briefs
· Briefs-Formal Requirements…(read this page and click on next page all the way through to signature and cert. of service) 

· The Art of Persuasion
· Briefs-Annotated Samples

In Teachinglaw.com/Writing Process, please read:

· Persuasive Techniques
· Moving from Objective to Persuasive Writing
Designing the Theory of the Case
In Teachinglaw.com/Research Strategies, please read (these are review but they will be very helpful now that you have more context for legal research):

· Online Research Strategies: Commercial Platforms
· Strategies for Specific Sources: Finding Cases
· Updating the Law Using Citators
· General Research Strategies: Taking Notes
Given:  
Prewriting Assignment: Research, Theory of the Case, Issue Statements, Outline and Completed Research
(Available in Spring Brief Folder on Canvas)

Librarian Session – JOINT CLASS on Wednesday, Jan. 24, 10:05 – 11:00 am room TBA
This session is designed as a research review and to help with your research for the spring brief.

Week 3: January 30/February 1
Due: Monday, January 29 at 8:00 am
Prewriting Assignment: Research, Theory of the Case, Issue Statements, and Completed Research Outline or Chart for Both Issues (Canvas)
Topics:

· From Objective to Persuasive Writing

· Creating an Effective and Cohesive Theory of the Case, Statement of Facts, and Issue Statements
· Pointheadings and LSO

· Reviewing the Law from a Persuasive Viewpoint: Voluntariness of Consent Law
Readings:

In Teachinglaw.com/Writing Process/Persuasive Writing read:

· Crafting the Fact Section
· Drafting the Argument Section
Using Effective Sentence Structure and Word Choice

Given:
Statement of Facts & Voluntariness of Consent issue draft
Week 4: Feb. 6/8

Due Monday, February 5 by 8:00 am
Statement of Facts & Voluntariness of Consent issue draft (Canvas)


Topics:
· Creating Effective Persuasion and Thorough Analysis

· Discussion of Voluntariness of Consent– persuasive tactics

· Discussion of Apparent Authority – organizational and logical analysis
Readings:

In Teachinglaw.com/Legal Analysis

Large-Scale Organization

Prewriting Conferences February 7, 8, 9
Week 5: Feb. 13/15
Due Monday February 12 by 8:00 am 
Draft Brief (even though it is called a “draft,” please make it your best effort)
Topics
· Oral Argument
Readings in TeachingLaw.com


Oral Argument
Reminder: 
Live Appellate Argument Assignment – Before your own oral argument, you are required to go to a court of appeals and watch real oral arguments. Your reflection on this assignment is due before your oral argument.  To check the dockets and schedule at the local courthouses, see links below. (If you are out of town during the Feb. break, you may go to another local courthouse in your area.)


D.C. Court of Appeals
D.C. Circuit
Supreme Court
Given: Live Appellate Argument Reflection (post on Canvas Discussion) 
Due 2/26 by 8:00 am 

Week 6: No Class (Faculty Retreat) 
Week 7: February 27/ March 1

Due 2/26 by 8:00 am:
Live Appellate Argument Reflection (post on Canvas Discussion) 
Topics:
· Practice Oral Arguments
Oral Arguments at the Court House on Sunday, March 4
Week 8: March 6/8
Topics: 
· Stepping into the Legal Reader’s Shoes
· Rewriting for Audience, Purpose, Scope, and View
· Complex Analysis and Persuasion
Readings:

In Teachinglaw.com/Writing Process, please read: 

 - Rewriting (click on next pages through to and including conciseness – this is review from last semester)
Given:

Brief Peer Review - Evaluation Checklist
Conferences March 7, 8, 9 
Week 9: SPRING BREAK
Enjoy your Break
Week 10: Tuesday, March 20 Joint Class and Supreme Court Institute Moot
(S. Ct. Institute Moot will be either Thursday or Friday)
Due Tuesday, March 20 by 8:00 am:

Brief Peer Review - Evaluation Checklist
(post on Canvas and email your peer).
Topics:

· Supreme Court Institute
· Peer Review

Readings:

Supreme Court Institute Documents TBA
In Teachinglaw.com/Editing and Citation


Grammar and Legal Usage Rules (Review relevant rules for you or your peer)

Week 11:  Tuesday, March 27 Joint Class 
Monday, March 26: Spring Brief Final due by 8:00 am (Canvas)

Due: By Class: Initial Assignment for Research Project (please be sure to watch the short video linked from assignment – located in Research Project Folder in Canvas).
Topics:

· Advanced Research Unit: 
  Researching for the Legal Practice (litigation dockets and transactional law)
  Researching Regulations and Legislative History

Readings:

In Teachinglaw.com/Research Strategies, please read:

-  Searching Dockets
-    Tutorial: Retrieving Courtroom Dockets

In Teachinglaw.com/Research Sources, read:

· Federal Agencies and Administrative Law
· State Agencies and Administrative Law

Tutorial: Administrative Law and Research
Tutorial: Legislative History


In Teachinglaw.com/Research Strategies, please read:

· Finding Administrative Law
· Finding Legislative History
· Finding Profile Information on Judges, Lawyers, Law Firms, and Companies
· Finding Forms for Procedural and Transactional Documents
Given:
Advanced Research Project Due Monday, April 2 (Canvas)

Week 12:  April 3/5: 

Due:  Monday, April 2 by 8:00 a.m. Advanced Research Project
Topics: 
Professionalism

In Class Writing Exercise (bring laptop for writing)

Reading:

In Writing Process, please read:

· Professionalism (click on Next pages – Transferability, Problem Solving, Professional Characteristics, What to Expect in the Workplace - and watch attorney video testimonials)
Week 13: JOINT CLASS, Tuesday, April 10 (Exam Review)
Topics:

· Exam Information

***EXAM: Friday, April 13 – Monday, April 23***
Week 14: EXAM ONGOING (NO CLASS)

Topics:

· Take-Home Exam Ongoing

Exam Due: Monday, April 23
Week 15: April 24/26
Topics:

· Preparing for Practice 
· Year in Review; Preparing for Law Review Write-on Competition

· Scholarly Writing 

Readings:

In Teachinglaw.com/Legal Documents Room please read:
· Scholarly Writing and Law Review Writing Competitions – Read linked page and then click on Law Review Write on Competition 

· Remember that Teachinglaw.com can be a useful resource during your summer jobs as well as in upper class research and writing courses. It contains chapters on Complaints, Answers, Interrogatories, Motions or Trial Briefs, and Contract Drafting – all of which may be helpful in your summer jobs. It also has a chapter on writing scholarly papers for upper class seminars. 
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